The period ended only after the Queen's marriage to Darnley in July, 1565. Before the birth of James VI on July 19, 1566, Mary and Darnley were already estranged and the Queen's partiality for Bothwell was widely rumoured. On October 7, 1566, in his capacity of Lieutenant of the Borders, Bothwell was engaged in bringing law and order to those parts and had his famous duel with Jock Elliot o' the Park, an outlaw of notoriety. The two men came face to face, alone, in a wood. Mutual recognition appears to have been instantaneous. After firing and wounding Elliot, Bothwell gave chase on foot, but stumbled on a tree stump and was stunned in the fall. This may have accounted for the forehead scar which he bore to the end of his days although the more generally accepted story is that Elliot viewing his adversary on the ground returned to the attack and inflicted wounds not only to the forehead but to a hand and thigh also. Bothwell's strength and courage, however, carried the day, and he stabbed Elliot twice in the breast (Schiern, 1880 (Morton, 1962) . Davison (1956) Gore-Browne (1937) wrote that the people of the district retained a sort of folk memory of his imprisonment and spoke of him with pity. Through promptings by the local schoolmaster, the coffin -one of several in the vault-was opened in May, 1858, in the presence of the Chaplain of the British Legation (a fact which Bothwell would have found gratifying). In the simple white oak coffin was found a well-preserved mummified body. It was that of a man 5 ft. 6 in. tall, aged about 50, and with reddish hair streaked with grey. He had a scar on his forehead. Horace Marryat (1860) , who examined the body a year later, said it was that of an "ugly Scotsman". Later Professor Ibsen, a kindlier and certainly more discerning man, said the head "had an unmistakable Scottish cast".
Gore-Browne quoted Jusserand, who examined the body in 1900, as reserving his judgment as to whether or not the body was Bothwell's. Professors Ibsen and Hansen declared it to be so, but Worsaae (1861-62) quoted Prof. Ibsen as saying only that the body was that of a Scot-quite a different thing. All, however, seem to be agreed that the skull was not Danish.
Apart from John Knox's brief note of Bothwell's facial features already given, I have been unable to trace any description whatever of the Earl's appearance. Two portraits exist. One Of about twenty bodies found in the crypt in 1938-an unlikely place for a medieval prisoner to be buried-some were identifiable. All were believed to date from about 1700. The wood, shroud remmants, silks, and paper trimmings of the body and coffin were in keeping with this dating. Dried flowers and especially hops contained in the coffin for the purpose of disinfection and deodorization match the habit of those times. An x ray of the body gave negative results. The forehead scar described by Gore-Browne was an area of depigmentation only.
The last fact I confirmed by observation and found no evidence of scars on the remaining skin of hands or thighs, such as might have been expected on Bothwell's remains, from his duel with Jock Elliot o'the Park. There was no penile scar. The skull, covered with tightly-drawn mummified skin, was empty.
All the evidence, therefore, is against the body's being that of Bothwell, and further pursuit of evidence of syphilis is fruitless. We must content ourselves with the fact that James Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, is not the first syphilis contact we have failed to trace, and we can but hope that he may yet present himself,
